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hsi people who, besides natural enterprise, have capi-
tal, two requisites for success in trade sadly lacking in
Kan-su. The Lan-chou tohacco plant is not large, but
has a fine, broad leaf with very small fibres. In the pre-
paration of the famous water-pipe tobacco (shui yen) the
leaves are not plucked until they have been thoroughly
frosted, by which means, it is said, the tobacco acquires
its peculiarly bright, reddish color. The first operation in
the factories, of which there are some fifty, is to chop
the leaves and pour a quantity of linseed oil over them.
When the mass has become thoroughly saturated, it is
made into blocks about four feet square, and put under a
press, whereby most of the oil is expressedc The block
is then planed into fine shreds, like Turkish tobacco, and
very slightly compressed in small moulds. When these
cakes have dried a little, they are ready for the market.1
Two varieties of tobacco, differing only in price, are made
by this process; a third and superior one, called frequently
u green tobacco," is made by plucking the leaf before it
gets frosted, and drying it so that it will retain the green
color. To intensify this color, a small quantity of sul-
phate of copper (lu-sMh mo-tea) is mixed in when the
linseed oil is poured over the tobacco. The rest of the
process of manufacture of this variety is similar to that
of the other kinds.
This industry, the annual value of which can not exceed
half a million of dollars, is, as remarked, the only impor-
i Each cake weighs  two  ounces    cording to quality. Lan-chou annually
(Hang).   The  first quality is called    exports 20,000 cases of po-Viao and
po-Viao yen (citing yen at Shanghai),     30,000 of Iniang yen and mien yen.
the second is liuang yen " yellow to-    Between Lan-chou   and Peking, or
baceo," the third mien yen " powdered    Shanghai, from Tls. 7 to Tls. 8 likin is
tobacco." The three varieties are ex-    levied on each case.   Eiehthofen, op.
ported in cases, each weighing 120    cif., p. 40, says it sells at Hsi-an for
catties (156 pounds), worth atrLan-    Tls. 20 a picul (133 pounds),
chou from Tls. 9 to Tls. 13 a case, ac-